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than double the proportion of 28% in 1991, with the highest 
proportion in New Brunswick (67%).

About 42% reported having a low-volume toilet in 2009, 
compared with 9% in 1991. Almost half (48%) of households 
in Ontario reported having a low-volume toilet, the highest 
proportion provincially.

Households that did not have a municipal water supply were 
more likely to use both devices.

About 18% of households not in apartments had a barrel or 
cistern to catch rain water. These were used most commonly 
by households in the three Prairie provinces.

Drinking water: 
Fewer households drank primarily bottled water
Canadian households were less likely to have consumed 
bottled water at home in 2009. About 24% of households 
reported bottled water as their primary type of drinking 
water, down from 30% in 2007. About 9% reported that 
they drank both tap and bottled water equally.

Just over half (51%) of households that had municipally-
supplied water treated it before using it. Jug filters were 
the most common form of filtration device used by these 
households, with 35% reporting one.

A similar proportion of households (49%) that obtained their 
water from a non-municipal source, such as a well, treated 
it prior to consumption. Filters and purifiers on the main 
supply pipe were most commonly used (29%), followed by 
jug filters (15%).

Radon awareness and testing
Radon is a radioactive gas that is colourless, odourless and 
tasteless. It is formed by the breakdown of uranium, a natu-
ral radioactive material found in soil, rock and groundwater. 
In enclosed spaces, such as basements, it can sometimes 
accumulate to high levels, which can be a health risk.

About 42% of households reported they had heard of radon 
gas, and just under half of those who had (49%) were able 
to describe it correctly. Households in Manitoba and Nova 
Scotia were most likely to have heard of it (60%).

The only way to know if radon is present in a dwelling is to 
test for it. About 3% of households that had heard of radon 
and were not in apartments had tested their dwelling for 
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radon. Most (78%) had conducted the testing within the 
last 10 years.

This release is based on new results from the 2009 House-
holds and the Environment Survey (HES), which collects 
information on households’ activities related to the envi-
ronment. More than 14,750 households were surveyed by 
telephone in late 2009.

The 2009 survey covered several major themes, including 
consumption and conservation of energy and water, indoor 
environment, household hazardous waste, and purchasing 
decisions.

The HES is a biennial survey conducted under the umbrella 
of the Canadian Environmental Sustainability Indicators 
program, an initiative of Statistics Canada, Environment 
Canada and Health Canada.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/110309/
dq110309a-eng.htm
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BE THERE! Coming Events
Canadian Conferences, Seminars & 
Events

International Conferences, Seminars & 
Events

International Sites and Spills Expo
International Centre 
(near Pearson International Airport)
Toronto, ON
November 3 & 4, 2011

The International Sites and Spills Expo is the newest indus-
try event dedicated to all elements of the HazMat and 
Site Remediation industries including a full conference 
program as well as a trade show. The International Sites 
and Spills Expo will bring together engaging speakers, 
expert panelists and key suppliers of products, services, 
technologies and equipment to hundreds of daily practi-
tioners in the fields of spill response, fire fighting, HazMat 
management, environmental protection, development, 
restoration, contaminated site cleanup and soil/ground-
water remediation.

The International Sites & Spills Expo – the first event of its 
kind to combine hazardous materials management and 
site remediation – comes together in an exciting two day 
event in the Canadian marketplace.

Join over 55 speakers, 35 presentations and panel discus-
sions focused on the challenges facing you today. Plus visit 
over 75 exhibits of products and services! Take part in the 
half- day TEEX Workshop on November 2, 2011

For complete details visit www.sitesandspills.com   

Pollutec Horizons 
Today’s exhibition for tomorrow’s solutions to 
environmental and energy challenges.
November 29 – December 2, 2011
Paris-Nord Villepinte - France

Pollutec Horizons is focusing this year on a number of 
major themes that are in step with this trend, which 
reflects new professional concerns.

Cleantechs
Focus on the clean technologies of tomorrow, from con-
cept to application via their financing. 

Environmental engineering and biodiversity
Focus on a new profession, which combines under-
standing, resources, methods and people working for 
biodiversity.

Enterprise and the sustainable town
Focus on solutions that help to implement a sustainable 
development policy: eco-design, training, reduced con-
sumption mobility, corporate social responsibility… 

The performance of industrial processes
Focus on solutions that can be applied up- or downstream 
of processes so that production chains can be optimized 
whilst remaining competitive. 

 http://www.pollutec.com/GB.htm
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International Conferences, Seminars & Events continued

Poleko 2011
Poland
November 22 – 25, 2011

The Poleko International Trade Fair of Environmental Protection is an effective business platform for the promotion of 
new and innovative solutions, and for meetings with international professionals from the environmental industry. It is 
most important and the largest environmental fair in Central and Eastern Europe. 

This year’s 23rd edition will gather again four exhibitions: Clean Energy, Recycling, Control and measurement equip-
ment and Science for the environment. As last year, more than 20,000 visitors are expected to meet the 700 exhibitors 
from de 20 countries.

Export Environnement, in collaboration with the ministère du Développement économique, de l’Innovation et de 
l’Exportation (MDEIE) and the ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada, invites you to reserve your 
place in the delegation to promote your products, services and technologies. Thus, you will have our power of attrac-
tion, networking opportunities to targeted business, a matchmaking program and a technical and logistical support. 
For more information on Poleko trade fair, visit their web site: http://poleko.mtp.pl  

NBEIA NEWS
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Environmental and Workplace Health
The Canadian House Dust Study

Take Action for the 
Environment

Environmental contaminants are substances that, when accidentally or 
deliberately introduced into the environment, may have the potential to 

harm people, wildlife and plants.

Health Canada works jointly with Environment Canada (http://www.ec.gc.
ca/)to assess the potential risks to human health posed by new and existing 
substances in Canada under the  Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 
(CEPA 1999) . They also provide assistance to other federal agencies in the 
development of environmental standards and programs to ensure adequate 
protection for Canadians and for fish and wildlife resources.

Recent achievements by Health Canada include the development of a Man-
agement Action Plan highlighting our responses and progress to date with 
respect to the recommendations put forward in the Report on Health Canada’s 
Achievements (2000-2004) under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act 
of 1999.

Health Canada specialists review environmental documents, legislation, regula-
tions, and permits and licenses to ensure that harmful effects on human health 
are avoided or minimized.

For further information: 
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/contaminants/index-eng.php 

When you take action for the 
environment, the Earth isn’t 

the only one who benefits. You’ll 
be helping your friends, family, and 
yourself too. Check out articles to 
find out easy and economical ways 
to save the planet, read about Can-
ada’s most pressing environmental 
concerns, and browse the online 
incentives and rebates database to 
find out how you can start saving 
money by going green right away!

h t t p : / / w w w . e c . g c . c a /
e d u c a t i o n / D e f a u l t .
asp?lang=En&n=E413CCE7-1
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A Consumer’s Guide to Understanding 
Green Claims and Labels

Food products that meet the Canadian standard for organic 
production (at all stages, from growing to marketing) and 
contain at least 95 percent organic ingredients and no 
GMOs (genetically modified organisms) may display the 
Canada Organic label. Producers must also follow sustainable 
management practices to avoid damage to the environment 
and ensure the ethical treatment of livestock.

For more information, go to: www.inspection.gc.ca/english/
fssa/orgbio/orgbioe.shtm

Canada Organic Logo

Questions and Answers 
on CFLs
How much can consumers expect to save by 
switching to high-efficiency lighting?

The proposed phase-out of inefficient lighting, 
when fully implemented, could save consum-
ers up to $60 a year on their electricity bills. 
In residential lighting alone, replacing conven-
tional incandescent bulbs with ENERGY STAR 
qualified CFLs could save Canadian consumers 
almost $600 million a year on their electricity 
bills.
 



The New Brunswick Environment Industry Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting the 
growth of environmental business in New Brunswick.  We believe that doing the right thing - for the right reasons 
- not only is good for the environment and the citizens of this province, it is good business.

NBEIA represents over 150 member companies and individuals from all facets of the environment sector, includ-
ing manufacturers and technology development companies, consulting engineering firms, government and non-
government organizations with interests in the environmental sector, municipalities, laboratories, technicians, 
scientists educators, students and associated support businesses such as those providing legal, financial, insurance 
or real estate services.

The NBEIA promotes high standards for environmental products and services and we are committed to fostering 
a stronger, more competitive industry through education and continuing professional development of the practi-
tioners in this sector.

HAZCO Environmental Services
45 Wabana Court, PO Box 844, Sydney, NS B1P 6J1
Tel: 902.563.9000     Fax: 902.563.9001
Web: www.ccscorporation.ca

Contact:  Kevin MacInnis, BD and Marketing Coordinator, Atlantic Canada     Email: kjmacinnis@hazco.ca 

HAZCO Environmental Services Ltd. has been a full service environmental contractor for over 14 years. We have developed 
expertise in many areas of waste management and remediation, and maintain an extensive array of current model excava-
tion, earthwork, and specialized machinery. Our customer and alliance list includes most major oil and gas producers, and 
many major industrial clients. 

Site services include: pit reclamation, landfill and pond construction or decommissioning, material screening, gravel washing, 
contaminated material collection and disposal, demolition, waste stabilization, bentonite cutoff trenches, tile drains, curtain 
walls, water treatment and filtration, hazardous waste storage sites, produced sand disposal and storage, miscellaneous 
earthwork, underground services, and lease construction. 

Waste services include: storage, collection, transportation, recycling, and disposal of industrially generated wastes; operation 
of our specially designed fleet of hazardous waste transport trailers; consolidation in our waste transfer stations; new filter, 
bin, and rag supply; and waste tracking and regulatory compliance. 

Sulphur services include: block pouring and melting operations, filtering, and base pad reclamation. 

HAZCO can offer its customers many waste management options. Environmental concerns, hazards, liability issues, and 
treatment or disposal costs are outlined for each alternative. The waste generator can then decide which solution provides 
the best balance between price and security. Hazco will always ensure compliance with all applicable statutes, laws, and 
regulations.

Member Profile


